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25.—Number of Electricity Meters In use, fiscal years ended Mar. 31, 1915-1928,

Fiscal Years. Number. Fizes] Years. Number.

1,412,621

26.—Numher of Gas Meters in use, fiscal years ended Mar. 31, 1916-1925,

Manufae- | Natural
Fiseal Years. tured Gas. Gas. Acetylene. Toual.

No. No. Ne. No,

199,514 67,040 - 267,454
314,015 545,697 - 370,412
325,244 82,705 - 414,039
336,388 61,066 - 427,444
350,777 85,004 513 436, 204
361,479 8,404 577 460, 550
366,840 101,786 430 469,055
379,459 162,007 418 481,904
390,548 105,804 425 96,777
406,471 104,861 404 512,736
443,067 85,752 42% 520,244
462,446 90,302 358 553,156
482,076 98,015 357 381,348

27.—Number of Cubic Feet of Gas sold in Canada, fiscal years ended Mar. 31, 1920-28

Fiscal Years, Car\%):g:&ed Coal Gas. Colaa a(S).ven Nat;usrval Acndtg;n.ane Total.
cu. [t, cu. [t. cu. it, eu. it. on. I, cu, ft,
.| 4,487.511,639| 6,787,370,045 -| 17,11%,100,328] 1,660,660 28,303,881,662
| 5,331,442, 415| 7,096,221,745 - - - -
.| 4,668,391, 857 8,432,860,903 - | 11,289, 592,401 1,005,000) 24,392 850,161
6,632,961,600| 7,637,115,997 132,000 12,235,834,883| 1,165,305| 26,510,207,882

.| 5,214, 843,200 8,042, 882, 100 3,188,600 14,866,618, 7001 1,104,060| 28,128,726,140
5,254, 502,700| 7.824,192.540 91,628,300 10,525, 604,563| 1,268, 100| 23,607, 404,212
4,836,613,32¢| 8,149,594 ,301| 1,449,704,500] 13,004,469,776| 1,210,894| 27,440,982 887

J804,508,468| §,405,566,3201 1.040,075,000] 17,563.365,700| 1,247,108 33,124, 650, 905
6,883,634,603| 7,488,964,653] 1 630,237 00| 20,365,048,768 1,325,510; 36,419,210,634

Section 7.—Census of Wholesale and Retail Trading Establish-
ments,

The distribution of commodities through the operation of wholesale and retail
trading establishments is generally recognized as the least thoroughly explored
department of the economic life of those nations whose advanced civilizations and
varied needs make the business of supplying those needs through the mechanism
of distribution an intricate and complicated process—a process of which all too
little is generally known,

Ever since the creation of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics in 1918 it has been
one of the objects of the Bureau to fill up thiz gap in the national statistics, and to
blaze the trail for other countries in this connection. The matter is referred to in
the first Annual Report of the Dominion Statistician for 1919, and at the census of
1921 instructions were given to the census enumerators to collect on a special schedule
a list of all individuals, partnerships, joint stock companies, ete., engaged in whole- )



